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Gun-rights advocates have
won victories in several states in
recent months allowing gun owil-
ers to carry concealed weapons
inpublic parks, taverns and their
work places.

Soit came as asurprise to Ten-
nessee state Rep. Stacey
Campfield that he couldn’t per-
suade his colleagues to pass alaiv
allowing students at public col-
leges to carry concealed fivearms
on campus. The bill died this
spring in the Republican-con-
trolled legislatnre—one of 34
straight ‘defeats nationwide for
people who believe a gun
wouldn’t be out of place in a col-
tege student’s knapsack.

Raucous debates over the pa-
tameters of the Second Amend-
ment have become astaple of the
culture wars. But even on an is-
sue as divisive as gun control,
states may be nearing some-
thing reseimbling a national con-
sensus: Guns don’t belong in a
college classroom. :

In the two years since a Vir-
ginia Tech student shot and
killed 32 students and profes-
sors, gun-rights advecates have
failed to pass laws even in states
strongly supportive of gun own-
ers’ rights, including Louisiana,
Alabama, Oklahoma, South Caro-
lina, Mississippi and Kentucky.
In June, a bill died in the Texas
legistature in the face of eriti-
cism from college administra-
tors and student groups, who in-
voked the specter of students tot-
ing loaded weapons to booze-
soaked campus parties.

Gun-control advocates tout

what they label an unprece-
dented winning streak, noting
that it comes at a time when
even many Democrais are wary
of alienating U.S. gun owners.

" Proponents of the bills are
pressing on, arguing that pass-
ing suchlaws could help prevent
the next Virginia Tech-style mas-
sacre. My, Campfield said he in-
tends to reintroduce his bill in
the next Tennessee legislative
session. His state, which had 6.21

. millionresidentsin 2008, has ap-

proved the sale of more than 2.6
million firearms and issued
more than 231,000 handgun
carry permits, according to state
records. The bill is “coming back
stronger next year,” Mr.
Campfield said.
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The shooting at Virginia Tech, where students observed its April 15
anniversaty, mobilized supporters and opponents of campus-carry laws,

Some gun-rights advocates
predict Texas will eventually pro-
vide their first victory, saying
the legislature had the votes to
passthebill but simply ran out of
time. “If Texas were to pass i,
we predict that it would cateh on
in other states,” said Katie
Kasprzalq, director of publicrela-
tions for Students for Concealed
Carry on Garnpus.

Only Utah expressly allows
students at public universities
to carry guns o class, The state
passed such a law in 2004, be-
fore the Virginia Tech killings.
Several states leave the decision
up to schools. But only twoe
sthools in those states—Blue
Ridge Community College in Vir-
ginia and Colorado State Univer-
sity—allow students to carry
guns to class. ’

The push for legislation be-
gan in the immediate aftermath
of the Virginia Tech killings. Ken
Stanion, an engineering student
there, helped found the first lo-
cal chapter of Students for Con-
cealed Carry on Campus, argu-
ing it would allow students to de-
fend themselves and prevent
massacres irom taking place.
Within a year of the shooting,
hills to expand the firearms-car-
rving rights of college students
had been introduced in more
than a dozen states.

Butif the Virginia Tech shoot-
ings helped mobilize supporiers
of gums on campus, it also helped
mobilize opponents. And some
of the most vocal have been ei-
they victims of the shootings or
people who lost loved ones.

Colin Goeddard, a 21-year-old
Junior at the time, was shot four
times in a classroom where his
teacher and 11 fellow students
were killed. Not long afterward,
My. Goddard began speaking out

against guns on carpus, and he
is now an intern at the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Vio-
lence in Washingion.

Like other critics of these pro-
posed hills, including many po-
lice departments, Mr. Goddard
argues that aproliferation offire-
arms would simpiy add to the
chaos during a shooting spree, -
making it impossible for police
to distinguish between good
guys and bad. He also says

‘events unfolded at such a light-

ing pace during the shootings
that even an armed student
would have been powerless to
prevent them. '

“There were students dead in
their chairs—it happened that
quick,” ke said. “I was shot be-
fore Ireally even knew what was
going on.”

Another former Virginia
Tech student, John Woods,
whose girifriend was killed in
the shootings, helped lead the
fight this spring against the bill
in Texas, where he isnow a grada-
ate student at the University of
Texas.

In some states, legislators
with strong gun-rights voting
records have fornd themselves
opposing these hills. This
spring, Louisiana state Rep. Hol-
iis Downs was one of 86 mem-
bers of the Louisiana House to
vote against allowing students
with concealed-weapons per-
mits to bring their guns onto the
the state’s public campuses. The
bill was defeated 86-18.

“T thonght that the last thing
that law enforcement needed
was the fraternity militia to
charge the building [in a shoot-
ing] with all guns blazing,” said
Mr. Downs, a Republican whose
district includes Louisiana Tech
University.




