BACKGROUND CHECK
AND ASSAULT WEAPON BAN LAWS WORK
Background Checks
Background checks work to keep guns out of the wrong hands.
Since the Brady background check law was enacted in 1994, more than 3 million prohibited
purchases have been blocked. 1
Homicides go up when background check laws are reversed.
For example, Missouri saw a 25% increase in gun-related homicides after reversing its 2007
law requiring gun buyers to undergo a background check before receiving a “permit-topurchase” for handguns.
After the law was rescinded, there was also an increase in the number of handguns purchased
in Missouri that were then used in crimes.
The level of background checks currently required by federal law still allows many
purchases to go unchecked.
At least one out of five guns are sold in America without a background check.2
Felony convictions (43%) were the most common reason for gun purchase denials by the FBI in
2015 – the last year for which data is publicly available.
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Assault Weapons Ban
It’s been done before – and it worked. The sale of new semiautomatic assault weapons
was banned in the United States from 1994 until Congress let the ban expire in 2004.

The 1994 assault weapons ban prohibited the manufacture, transfer, sale or possession of new
semiautomatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition magazines that hold more than
ten rounds. Congress failed to take action to renew it.
During the time the assault weapons ban was in effect. There was a:
• 37% decline in gun massacres 3
• 43% decline in the number of people dying from mass shootings
• 70% decline in the percentage of assault weapons traced to gun crimes (not just
homicides).4
Virginia police saw a growing decline in the recovery of firearms with large capacity
ammunition magazines hitting a low of 9 percent when the ban expired in 2004. Afterwards,
recovery of such firepower increased, hitting 20 percent in 2010.5
Thirty seven percent of police agencies saw increases in criminals’ use of assault weapons, and
38 percent reported a noticeable increase in criminals’ use of high-capacity magazines, after
the assault weapon ban expired.6
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