THE TRUTH ABOUT AUSTRALIA

The National Rifle Association likes to tell tall tales about Australia. The best one is that gun control Down
Under is a failure.

April 28th, 1996 was the date of the Port Arthur Massacre, Australia's most devastating gun tragedy, in
which a disturbed man went on a killing spree that left 35 dead and 19 injured. The massacre catalyzed a
demand for comprehensive gun control. By 1997, Australia's States and Territories had passed the most
significant gun law reforms in their history, including a ban on semi-automatic rifles and pump-action
shotguns; registration of all firearms and licensing of all shooters; and safe storage requirements for guns
and ammunition.[1]

To persuade gun-owners to turn in their semi-automatic long guns, the Australian government established
a buyback program, funded by the Federal Government and administered by the States and Territories.
Reimbursements were generous; the program eventually cost over $320 million Australian dollars and
resulted in over 643,000 guns being turned in.[2] Per capita, the Australian buyback was massive,
equivalent to an estimated 40 million guns in the US.[3]

Has anything changed in Australia since the new laws went into effect? Homicides committed with
firearms have been declining — from 21 percent of all homicides in 1997 to 16 percent in 2002-2003.[4,
5]

Along with the declining use of firearms in homicide, Australia saw a 44% decline in the use of
firearms in armed robberies from 1993 to 2003.[6] From 1997 to 2003, the proportion of robberies
committed with a firearm dropped from 10 to 6 percent.[7, 8]

Suicide rates using a firearm dropped 48% between 1991 and 2001 and firearm-related accidental
injuries in Australia are also declining.[9] Public health experts see these declines as related to tighter
controls over who may obtain a gun, stricter requirements for training and safe storage, and longer
waiting periods for obtaining gun licenses.[10]

The next time a credulous friend tells you that Australia actually experienced more crime when it got
tougher on crime, offer your friend a Fosters and a helping of truth.
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