
GUN VIOLENCE IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Gun violence is a priority issue for African-Americans and other minorities. Nearly 350,000
Americans were victims to murders, robberies, and aggravated assaults in 2003 committed by
perpetrators carrying a firearm,[1] and our minority communities are the hardest hit:

• In 2002, firearm homicide was the number one cause of death for 15-34 year old African-
Americans.[2]

• In 2002, the firearm death rate for African-Americans was over twice that of whites.[3]
• In 2002, an African-American male under age 30 was nearly 9 times more likely to be

murdered than a white male under age 30.[4]
• In 2003, 91 percent of African-American murder victims were slain by African-American

offenders.[5]
• In 2002, African-American males accounted for 47 percent of all homicide victims,[6]

while they only account for 6 percent of the entire population.[7]
• Firearms have become the predominant method of suicide for African-Americans aged

10-19 years, accounting for 64 percent of suicides in 2002.[8]
• In Florida, African-American males have an almost eight times greater chance of dying in

a firearm-related homicide than white males. In addition, the firearm-related homicide
death rate for African-American females is greater than white males and over four times
greater than white females.[9]

• In Florida, White males have over twice as high a firearm-related suicide death rate as
their African-American male counterparts and almost five times the rate of white
females.[10]
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